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SUBJECT: CERP 4250 PETROLEUM STATISTICS 
REE: STATE A-8736, NOV 21, 1974 

1. STATISTICS REQUESTED REFAIR REPRESENT INFORMATION WHICH 
IS STILL LARGELY CLASSIEIED AND WHICH MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM 
HOLDS CLOSELY. MINISTRY OE PETROLEUM MAKES NO DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN MILITARY AND CIVILIAN IMPORTS, EXPORTS AND STOCKS. 
WE HAVE NOT THEREFORE PRESSED MINISTRY TO PROVIDE US 
INFORMATION REQUESTED. 

2. EMBASSY HAS NOW LEARNED THAT 1974 FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE. 
WE HAVE MADE LOW-KEY REQUEST EOR FIGURES, ENDEAVORING AT 
SAME TIME TO LAY BASIS FOR REGULAR REPORTING EXCHANGE. 
MINISTRY OE PETROLEUM OFFICIALS WITH WHOM WE TALKED SAID 
THAT, AT BEST, THEY COULD PROVIDE EIGURES FOR WHOLE YEAR 
ONLY, AND IMPORTS/EXPORTS ON TOTAL BASIS, NOT BY COUNTRY 
OF ORIGIN. EVEN THESE, HOWEVER, WOULD HAVE TO BE CLEARED 
WITH MINISTER. 

3. WILL KEEP DEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS RE OUR APPROACH. 
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